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SUBJECT: DE METRE S VALUE TO UNFDAC PROGRAM IN AFGHANISTAN 

REFERENCE: KABUL 5496 

1 . DEPARTMENT FULLY ENDORSES POINTS RAISED IN KABUL 5496. 

IN ADDITION WE NOTE THAT OPIUM PLANTING SEASON BEGINS IN 
SEPTEMBER. THEREFORE TO HAVE ANY IMPACT ON UPCOMING CROP 
BELIEVE IT ESSENTIAL FOR ACTIVITIES SUCH AS DE METRE'S 

TO MOVE AHEAD AS EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE. THE FARTHER 
ALONG WE CAN GET, THE GREATER THE CHANCE OF NUDGING THE GOA 
TO TAKE STEPS TO CURTAIL NEW PLANTINGS EVEN JUST IN THE 
LIMITED HELMAND AREA. THOUGH HELM AND MAY NOT BE THE PRIN- 
CIPAL GROWING AREA, IT WILL SERVE AS FIRST STEP. ONCE WE 
GET A FOOT IN THE DOOR, WE CAN WORK TO EXPAND THE AREA. 

2. MISSION GENEVA SHOULD URGE UNFDAC TO ALLOW DE METRE TO 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TRAVEL TO KABUL ASAP, CERTAINLY IN TIME TO MEET WITH 
AMBASSADOR ELIOT. CHRISTOPHER 
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